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CHRISTIAN READER: 


SLSLSS 


S there is no Poaſt ſo rotten, but through the 
Pataters Artand Induſtry , may eafily be 
caſt into the forme & colour of a marble Peller: 
So (Chriſtian Reader) there 15 no a#zoz fo 

corrupt and (rotten in it ſelf) bur if irmay 
be of uſe ro ſupporr a prevailling faF#1on , ſhall have ma- 
ay who wil {traine both their braines & Conſciences to 
caſt it into ſuch a colour as may render it moſt ſ#4ſerv:- 
et to that deſigze, 

For the proot.of this, we ſhall need to produce no 0- 
ther Evzdences and Inſtances, then thoſe new State Chap- 
larns, whodaly appear like ſo many paraſciticall Pain- 
ters.1n their ſeveral Pamphlets, to varnzſh over that com- 
plicated 1mprety of ſublcribing the new Ezgagement, with 
the 072ext colours of an 17diſpenſible duty , neceſſary, juſt, 
and equall, 

AndAalchough to teach others to break the leaſt of Chriſt's 
Commandements, will certainly hinder the ſpiritual-and c- 
teraal advancement of all lack DeFors of diſobedience;for 
Chriſt who 1s the truth zt ſelf , hath aid , That he which 
teacheth others to break the leaſt of his Commandements, ſhall 


| be called the leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, Mat.s .26. 


Yet have the aforeſaid Tutors ſhewed too much of the 
old Serpents ſubtilty,in reaching the Pack Art of breaking 
-"" "2 all 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


all ſacred bonds and obligations whatſoever, and that 
under the notion of /arzs/17ag the Conferences , and reſot- 
w1#2 the {cruples of {ich who cannot ſwallow down this 
cammel of perjury as eaſily as themſelves. 

That we might therefore be ſatisfied in our judge. 
ments, and reſolved in our Conſciences, about this great 
buſincſle of ſubſcribing the Engagement, We have (e- 
riouſly viewed and weighed what hath been written b 
Mr. Dary. By the Northern Subſcribers 11 the Plea, Tn 
the Engagement Uindicated, In the Logicall Demonſtrati- 
0 of the lanſelaeſſe of ſubſcriting the new Engagement , 
And in the Explanation of the Covenant , in reference to 
the taking the Engagement, &C. 

But finding all theſe Pamphlets to be full of z7religzous 
and rrrational Arguments, and not in the leaſt ſatisf3ng 
to any , Except ſuch who are willing to couzex their 
Conſcrences, we hold it our duty, the Lord having l1ghted 
our Candle , not to put it under a buſhel. But publiſh the 


grounds of our de{/atisfafiion with them all, And eſpe- 


cially with Mr. Johz Duries Conſiderations and juſt Re. 
propoſals , which [ through their often printing or \7m- 
preſſiox | we tear hath taken too much 1mpreſhon #po;: 
weak and unſtatle ſoules : yet have we found them fo Full 
of contradictions,abſurdities, and irrationall reaſonings, 


vented with ſuch heights of Majeſterial confidence, or 


impudence, as makes us fear, that if ever he had any mz - 


niſterial gifts or abilitzes, they are, by the juſt judgement 
#f God, dlaſted, tor undertaking a ſervice lo ſ7xſull, as ro 
render him acceſſary to the perjury of all thoſe perſons 


who have ſubſcribed the new ENGAGEMENT 
by his perſwaſton, 
Although 
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To the Chriſtian Reader, 


Although therefore the Reverend, Learned, and Cor- 
ſerous Authours of the Propoſals, nor any other of his own 
Funfton [as we conceive by their ſilence | will not ſo 
farre undervalue themſelves, or diſparage-their Judge- 
ments by vouchlafing an Anſwer to his weak and worth- 
leffe Pamphlets , becaule he hath ſo fully contuted him- 
ſelf in ſeveral places, _ 

Yetleſt through the want of a reply to them, his papzls 
and Proſelites, ſhould take him for an infallible Oracle, 
an zrrefragable Dofor , and fo conclude their (hampron 
?xUincible, Though in our own fight we are bur as /:tle 
David, in compariſon of this great Golzah , for our {co- 
laſtick parts, and polemzque at1lities, We have adventu- 
red to appear againſt him, after his fourth Ed:tzop, or ap- 


PR in the field without oppoſition, And whether we 


ve not cut off the head of this great Champion with his 
ew Sword, we leave tothe judgement of the Reader and 
Spectator. 

Be pleaſed alſo [ Courteous Reader | to take notice , 
that had there been as free a pafſage for Truth as there 
is for error, and that the men of this Generation exceeded 
not the Prelates for their ſtrict ſuppreſſion of the Preſſe ; 


ſes 


we had not onely followed him art the heeles of bis firjt 


_ 


Editz0n,but many more able Combatants had got through . 
the Preſſe into the fie/d againſt him , and long fince laid. . 


him flaton his back , and broke the neck of his pr7nting 


ride, 
Burt ſceing the vine providence. hath through much 


a:ficalty brought this diſcourſe to thy hand, wherein we . 


have d:ſcharged our Conſciences in a fairhfull diſcovery - 


ot 


To the Chrifttan Reader. 


of the «zlanfulneſſe and inexpedtency of ſulſeriting this 
new Engagement , and have an{wered the moſt nate: ral 
paſlages inMy7, DURKIES Conſracrations and juji Re- 
_ propoſals , to the contrary , 11 which is included an An- 
{wer to the other forcnamed Ser:dlers ater his Copy. 
Weleave it to thy ſerous peryall , beteeching thee to 
conſider nhat we haveſaid and the good Lord , who 
_ 4s the Father of lights , give thee a diſcerning = 
ſpirit in _thele times, wherein men 
are 21Veu up unto ſtrong deluſions 
for detaining the Truth in 
anrighteouſneſſe, 
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PURITANS 
MAINTAINING 
The unlawfulnefle and inexpediency of fub- 
{cribing the New Engagement ; and profeſſing the 
diffatisfaRtion of their Judgements, and unreſolvedneſs 
of their tender Conſciences , with Mr, Joh Dury 


his ConS1DERATIONS and JusrT. 
RE-yROPOSALS concerning it. 
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Hough we delight not to revive that odious , and re- 
proachful name of Paritar , with which in the height of 
Prelacy and Preregative Royall , and conſcientious men 
were ſ{tigmatized, that ſcrupled Conformity to ſuperſtiti- 
ous Innovations in the Church, and oppoſed illegal Taxations and 
Impoſitions inthe State. | 
Yet when we do conſider, how that all thoſe unhappy Como» * Asthey 
tions that have been in this X;gaom, to the ſubverſion of the Go- a'c in the 
vernment both of Charch and State, are charged upon all the zea- Bib of 
lous Profeſſours of the Goſpel, under the Notion of .the Pwritay DoVvns 
Fattion. Becauſe of the n»jzſtifr able Proceedings. of ſome, both a= Spercn a 
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gainſt the Ki: and the K:ngdom; whole finnes(we profeile)have ricans, 


been, and till are the matters of our /orrow-and ſhame. vvhich 
Yet,leſt that all that do profeſe the Goſpel of Chriff in ſincerity, hath been 
andre carefull ro keep a good Conſcience, word of offence, both 10- publiſh ed 
Wards Ged and Man, ſhould for the wi[carriaves of ſore ok 
FT ©, | | gnages 
feſſowrs , be condemned for a Packof ſedicious , dill embling Hipos to the 
rates and A K PAVES; vyorld,.. 
I We. 
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2) 
We have choſen rather in theſe perillous Times, to profeſle our 


ſelves A Pack of Puritans ; and to teltifie, that we are ſo far from 


having any FeloWwſhip with thoſe unfruittull works of Darkneſſe,vhich 
have been committed in the liohe of rhe Sunne, to the &//Davour of 
the Go/pel, hat we dv reprime chem racher; andas an evidence of 
oar &if!:ke of their Tr.cfattons, do publiſh the Grounds and Rea- 
{ors for our non-ſub{cription tothis new Enparcment, with them 

| But before we begin, we ſhall,as i» the preſerre vf the Searcher of 
all:hear ts, profetle and demonſtrate; Thatithe Grownas of our de- 
vulsingwhat we have conceived of the wnlawfalnaſſe and rnexpe- 
aicncy Of this neW Enragemcst, negatively, are nor, Tocreate un- 
necellary Seraples and Fears, im other mens heads and hearts, or 
{actiouſly and malicious!y to kindle a fire to deſtroy the common 
welfare of this Land of our Nativity; but poſtitively, according to 
our duty as Saints,to preſerve the /ouls of our Brethren from the 
ſhipWrack of a good Conſcience, upon the Rockes of wngreonſneſſe, 
Diſleyalty and Perjury, In Mr, Dury's Dialett. 71ſt. Kepr.Pag.20, 
Towncaſe orrſelues and proponnd aur Danbts, By which, to provoke 
Mr. Dwry or any other, co-give better ſatisfaRion to our render 
Conſciences, than what we have yet received. And to evidence to 
the World, that when we are called out to fuffer Proſcriptage and 
on-protettion, for our non-/ubſcription, we expoſe not Our i{@ves to 
ſuffering either through/onorance or arrogance;not becauſeſwe are 
contentisrs, bu: becauſe we are coxſcientions, and dare not ſin to 
keep our ſelves from ſuffering, 

\We do indeed profeſſe to all the World, that when we parted fo 
liberally with our Eftates to preſerve our Propriety in them, asalſo 
ro purchaſe that Liberty for our Con{ciences;that nothing might be 
ergedupon thera contrary to the revealed will of God ; we could nor 
imagine that when we were delivered out of the danger of ir, from 
our prefeſſed Enemies, we ſhould be expoſed to it by our profeſſed 
Friends, But as now we fee our folly, in looking ts live godly 46 
Clrift Jeſus withour Perſecution, and to go to Heaven a new way, 
and not through many tribulations ; fo we do unfeignedly deſire to 
humble our felves under the Almighty hand of our God, who 1s plea- 


1ſedto carſe our Bleſcings, and to uſe thofe as Rots in his hand for 


our correfiov; from whom we expected in our moſtprecifſeand 
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(3 | 
circamſpct walking, both 1.4 incouragement, and pro» 
teion. And now through the ſtrengrh of Chriſt do reſolve to de- 
ny our ſelves, to take up his Croſſe, to ſuffer rather then fin. 
We muſt needes ſay , that we are not inthisjuncure of time, 
without ſome ſuggeſtions from our very good Friends, and near 
Relations; as our Savior had ſometimes from Peter, for to ſpare 
and pirty our ſeives, that none of thoſe miſerable Evils may come 
apon Us, our Wives, and Cluldren, which neceſſarily will be the 
f1uic of our 264 ſub/cription. 
And would we be guided by Preſicext rather than by Precept, 
we have the Exam ples of roo many Profeſſeurs before us; That to 
keep themſelves from the Winde of Perſecution, and Aff'iftion, for 
keeping a good Conſcience, can ſet their Conſciences as Diogents 
boaſted, he could ſet his Barre/fin which he lived, any way to keep 
out the Winde. But we have learned co be Followeis of others 
{though eminent for Profeſſion) no further then they are follow- 
ers of Cbriſt 7e{145:who though he knew how much it would pre 
judice him, not to comp!y with the Pharyees , in-a ſeeming civil AZar. 15. 
Action of waſhing hz hanas , yet he not onely refuſed it , but ye- 2, 17, 
provedit, as the Scrip:wrestellifie. | | 
But this being our inai{penſible Duty, Tv have wo fellowſhip wich Mark 7. 5. 


the unfruitfall works of darkzeſſe ; not to conſent with francrs when Epreſ. 5.11. 


they entice us : neither to ſay, a Confederacy, a Confederacy , with 
them, though they ſhould enforce us. | 

We dare not :hrough a baſe and Hlav.ſh fear of mc. be drawn ir = Prov, 7. 10. 
tO a (infull Engagement , or Confeacracy with them ; anJ rhat ave //ai 8, 12. 


' ozely leſt we ſhould thereby partake of their ſinnes , and ſo of their 


pmeiſhments : but alſo leſt that we ſhould diZo:047 our moſt holy Rew. 18, 4. 

Profe fſion, and teftifie that we are /uch as do fear them that cam bil 

tle body,more than him that can caſt beth boay. and ſoul zatoHelt- fre. l-Theſ, 4. tb. 

Such as have bur little love unto our Lord and Afafter, and there- 

fore had rather that his Ge/pel ſhauld /uffer, than our lelves - ſuch 4744.10.38, 

as have but little Faith in Gods eAt-/nfficiency, and therefore will 

uſe ſinfull Aifrs to preſerve our ſelves from a ſuffering condition : 

ſuch #s are ordinate lovers of wir ſelves, and of the Word, And 

that we anſwer not the end of our Redemptie? throagh the pretiens L Cor, 5.15 

Gloyd of Zeſus Chriſt, Wvhe hath bonght us With a pricetiiat we ſhould OY 
| B:3 -: JOL 
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not 'be the ſinfull Servants Ag , by any finfull Compliance 
whatſoever. gy 

Upon all which Premmi/es, which we have ſeriouſly weighed 18 
our moſt deliberate thoughts, and have clotely laid co our awa- 

kened Conſciences : 'we mult profeſſe, chat we cannot we dare 
not, by S»b(criptien, or any other way whatſoever, ceflific our of- 
{ent unco any fintul Exgagement or Confederacy. ' 

Now , becauſe that we know it will be here objected. What ? 
Do you look upon this Engagement impoſed by tie ſupr. 341 Au- 
thoricy of the Nation, viz To be tre and faithful! is the Common- 
Wealth of England, as it 2s now eſtabliſhed, without a K 1:5 and Hoyſe 
of Lords : as a finfull Engagement ? If you contult with Mr. oh 
Dwry , you ſhall inde, that to ſ#b/cribe this Engagement 15 an 14- 
a;ſpeafsble Duty , and that you are bound to lubicribe it by your 
{ ovenant, and other facred Oaths which you have taken ( vx, 
Confiacr. concerning the preſent Engagement, pag.1 6+ line 17, pag. 
6. line 18 par. 9. line 23.) | | 

'For anſwer tothis, We do in the ſincerity of our hearts profeſſe, 
That we ſhould have looked upon it as matter of much compla- 
cency and joy, (both in relation to other mens fins, and our own 

- ſufferings ) if we could have found *AMr. Dwry's Confirmations tO 
have been as clear, as his eAfirmations are confident; and that np- 
on our ſerious ſearch that we have made into this preſent Exgage- 
ment, we could have given as fair a Charater of it, as the eApeſft/c 
doth of the Commandement; That it 15 holy, jxft, and good. 
But ſeeing to the grief of our hearts, we have found it other- 
wiſe; and that therefore we cannot /#b/cribeit vvithout wounding 
 oxr Conſciences; weſhall for the Reaſons already propounded, de- 
monſtrate the Grounds upon which this preſent Exgagement ap- 
peares unto us to be both #»/awf#/land unexpeaient. 
To this purpoſe, we ſha{l do theſe two things: = 
Firſt, Prepeſe as conſiderable; When E Agagements , and what Ens 
gagements in general are fiefull, | 
Secondly, Expoſe this particular Engagements to Examimation:; 
whether ſinfull er no, by the aforeſaid Conſtderation. 

For theclearing of the former; what Engagements, or When En- 

gaoements, or Confederacies are finfull, We conceive that to be en- 
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gaged, or to engage our ſelves, or to be in Confederacy with others, 

| is not ſimply ſinfull in it ſelfe; bnt according as it is circwmſtan- = 

| riared,it may not onely befintull,but be very much aggravared.For | 
' alchough C*-:camffa7ces areincon/iderable in Relation unto natural = 
bodies in Philoſophy : yet even Cirenmſtances, they are the Efſents- 
Us of morall Actions in Theology, and they do give the formality of 
morall good orevill. to fuch things or Ations which are in their 
own Nature but indifferent. 


. If it bedemanded, hat are thoſe C ircumfances Which make Objef?. 
Engagements fonfull ? | 7 : 
We anſwer, that thoug!': there be but two Circamſtances inall {yſper. 
»atyrall things, the #6; and the qzando. Every created Natural be- 
ing, is ſomewhere, andat ſometime : yet-1n Aforality there are 
more, a3 the qu, quia, ubi, quibs atqne cui, cur, quomodo, quando. 
Moſt of which Circamſtances,applied to Engagements in general, 
will render them to be exceeding ſinfull : if we do conſider either 
the 9415, who it is that doth engage himſelfe or others ; the q#id, 
the matter of the Zxgagement it ſelfe; the quibus atque cui, the 
Perſons with whom, or to whom we do exgage our ſelves ; the cur, 
the end wherefare we do enter ſuch Engagements; and the qus- 


mode, the manner of our entering into Engagements and Confe- 
Aeracies. 


an... #49 
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4 Now here, as we are Bible-beariag Puritans, we could at large Afatth. 
? demonſtrate from the Seriprares, Engagements to be finfull for the 14. 7. - 
q4id, or the matter of them, when they are not onely unlawfull, Acatth. 
but inexpedient, To befinfull in reſpeR of the 9#s and quibrs, 26.73. 
when if a publick Exgagement be:preſcribed by thoſe who have no'« 475 
lawiull Azthority over them that are to /xbſcribe, or when /ub- 23. 21. 
ſeribed by thoſe who have no power over themſelves, becauſe pre- 2 Sars. 
engaged already. To be ſinfull in regard of the cwr or the quare, 15. 12. 
The end wherefore we enter into ſuch Engagements and Con- Num.30 
federacies ; as when *tis to confirm and ratifie former ARs of Op- 7oſh, 
preſſion, !njuftice, and Craelty,and is not like to be an end of ftrife 2. 17, 
and contention, bur rather to make ſtrife and contention to be end- Ecele/ 
lefle. And alſo in reſpect cf the manzer of E "aging, When we doit 9.2, 

: raſply without taking counſel of God,ivcantelonſly without ſerious Ge, 

; and mature deliberation with our ſelves, ionorantly without true 5. & ©4. 
[ B 3 | 
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(66)... 
information. of he aature of it, end ; BPO without $ulb ſatis: 
faction to-our Conſiences, of the lawfulnefle of it. 

Bue we conceive that by this-light crouch intranſpre, we hare © 
ſuttciently 6croritrated waar we Propoſed in the firft place; to 
wit, When or what Engagements inconerallare ſinfull. 

Now therefore that we or 9thers may not enter upon this pre= 
{ent engagement rgroratly, raſh'y, donbting/y, or sacanteleuſly, we 
ſhall proceed to expoſe ents particu/ar EFrgagement, which is to br 
$po/2d upon us unto the pal, by thoſe Circamftances we have al- 
ready tendred to Corideration ; which do render engagements ro be 
fanfrll, 

In the firſt place therefore, we ſhall conſider of the 9d or the 
mattcr of this preſent 4s/olute,and poſitive Promiſe or Engagement. 
Tobetrue and failbfatl to the Common-Wealth of England,as it is now 
eſtablifed Withowt a King or Heuſe of Lords. | 

But before we come to determine of the aratter of this engage- 
ent, whether it be, anlawfzl! or znexpedient, we ſhall briefly re* 
ſolve this Queſtion : | 

hen an A maybe concluded tobe nulanfull cr anexpedient ? 

For Az/(wer to this in ſhort; Athingisthen- : aterially wn/awfal, 
when contrary unto the holy Law of God, the Rule of Perfetlion re- 
vealed in the Scriptures: or ſecondly, when conrrary unto ſuch 
wholeſome and truely. conſtituted Laws of rhe land in vyhich vve 
live, vvhich are nor repgnant to the Laws of God, Anda thing is 
then «nexpedieat(rhough /awfull)when either we cannot come to 
the Good init, unlefle vve do that vyhich is evill; or when the thing 
done Or tO be done, is not like to bring *Glory rs God, and his Goſpel, 
advantage to-others, Or benefit to our own lelves, 

Novythis being prezzi/ed,vve mult needs concludeytill better in- 
formed, notwichſtandiag what we have from Mr. Dary, That to - 
engage our ſelves to be trze and faithfull to the Common wealth of 
England, is ſinfull, becauſe #»/aWfx/l, in ſome kind in both ſenſes; 
as contrary to the wholeſome Laws of this Kingdom, agreeing vvith 
the word of Ged and ſo conſequentially contrary to the LaW of God 
alſo. 

We finde indeed Mr. Dary often mentioning the Commo#- 
wealth in his Diſcourſe p.4, 6, to which. he ſaith, #e are bound 19 be 
true and faithful. x EO - Novy 
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were lawful, yetif the matter of it appear #wewpedient, there will 


hath no appearance of evill init, that it be __ in the ſight of all 
men, that it.be of good'report ; that what we do forthe matter of ir 


EEE 5 2 
Now 3s we apprehend tis: meaning by the Cs 94-Wealth,to be 
the welfare of all drgrees and conditions of men within the three 
Kingdoms, which 1s implyed in feverall paſſages of his, when he 
faith, The Common-wealth Was inthe boſom of the Kingdom, and tn- 
trizficallwithit, We conceive it not {imply anlawfull, fairhfully to Fr coop 
ſeek its Welfare. But its evident both by the Preface tothe At w- Dury's 


Pong,and alſo by the exprefſe Letter of the:e:gagement,that by the Pen. Res 
Common-wealth,is meant A State of GoveFnment contradiſtinetun- 79-P-! 3: 
to Manarchy.; Without eKI1NG and Heuſt.of Lords. 


Now under this conſideration, the matter of the Engagement ap - 


peares #nlawfull ; and that firft, becauſe we are told by theskilfull 


in Law, It #s ab/olutely againſt the Lavwvs of the Land, For by this 
Engagement tothe Co mmoen-wealth, we oblige our ſelves to yield 
that fealty and bemage tO our fellow-Subjefs,whichis due.unte the 


'King onely, as 15 very Clear, in Caoke 1mfliz. p. 6465.66.67. And - 


therefore 15 no lefle than Treaſon within the Starnte of 25..Edbw. 3. 
chap.2, 

Secondly, engaging to the Common-wealth' as 2 Government, 'is 
conſequentially .@#/aWf#.1/, by-the Law of :Ged, beoauſe ittendsto 
the aboliſhing of a long ſetled Government amongſt us by the Law 
of the Land, which is aiſo agreeeble,and no way contrary.unto the. 


Law of God, but rather Gods eſpeciall Ordinance, Deat. 17.14.15. 


Prov, 15.16, prophecied of and promiſed as a great bleſſing tothe 


Churchin Geſpe/ times, To which Keargly Government, we are not 


onely obliged, ts ſu0m117 for the Lords ſake, as agreeable to hy will, 
1 Pet. 13-14:15. 17. but allo to pray for 3t i» the firſt-place 1 Tim. 
6.15. That under it, we may lead apraceable life in all godlineſſe and 
honeſty. 

Burt in the next\place,ſuppoſe that this Emgagement for the marter 


be Greundenough for us that do profeſſe the Goſpel, to take heed 
of ſubſcribing it ; ſach as we are, muſtbe carefull that what we do 


be not-onely lawfwll;but.expenient;'1. Cor, 10.23, That what we do 
may bring Glory to-God, CI, advantage to wthers, 
4n4 benefst to *y ſe/ncs; and thatifor the obtaining of that which is. 


gooa 
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ood and {awfull, we do not that which is full and evill 
Now the matter of the Engagement being brought unto this 
Trial, will not onely appear wlawfeull but mnexpedient, To engage 
our ſelves co be true and faithfall ro the Commorn-Wwealth as now 
eſtabliſhed. | 
For firſt, ſuppoſe to abeliſh Monarchy, Ind to be faithful! ro the 
Common-Wealth as noW eſtabliſhed were lawful, yet confide ring we 
cannot cormeat it without manifeſt Perjury (of which' more by 
and by ) to our elves, and by giving our cexſext to all thoſe finfull 
and indire& meanes, by which the ſaid Government was founded, 
and tothis day ſupported ; it muſt needs be inexpediexr for us to 
ſubſcribe it, and we cannot do it without being accefſary unto the 
{ins of erhers. | 
How Mr. Dwry hath anſwered this material Argument againit 
the Engagement, as we finde.. .isfaction to our Conſciences in ir, 
ſo we leave it tothe judgement of his beſt Friends, whecher it 
will paſſe for the appearance of Anſwer ; for faith he. Pag. s./.r 
Here I percerve 1 the thing which aoth pinch you tn the bſinefſe, your 
thinke that they that made the change m Government, broke the Co- 
wvenant, andif you engaie unacr ths change, youbreak your Cove- 
nant alſs, and make your ſelfe acceſſary to their guilt, Pa.5* ti,ulr, To 
which I ſhall ſ. ay,chat Fl ee »ot how it will ap pear that the cov eqHernce 
at all goth follow, although they that made the change ſhould be gmilty, 
Now had Mr. Dwry givers any Argument or Scripture ground 
to ſatisfie us or any other, we fhould have rejoyced in the fight of 
it, Bur becauſe Mr, Dz+y-is fo dim-fighted, and cannot ſee how 
ſuch a Con/equence will follow, That if we do ſubſcribe this E ngage= 
ment, we ſhall make our ſelves acceſſary unto the ſinnes of others, 
we will help him to a lictle ſpiricuall eye-ſalve in theſe following 
Reaſons or Arguments: Fisit, sf'to bid others God fpeed 1n an-evill 
Work, makes us Partakers of their fanes, 2 7thn5.11. And to have 
a hand unadviſedly in bringing in an unworthy Per/on into a pub- 
like Ofhce;makes us Partakers of thoſe finnes they ſhall commir in 
it, as the eLpofte implies, 1 Tim.5.22. Thendelibertely ro engage 
our ſelves to the ſupport of. this Government ſinfully eſtabliſhed, 
muſt needs make us accefſary to theſinnes of othersin it, it being 
the higheſt Conſent with others in fin that can be. 
; | Ss . Secondly, 
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- Secondiy,if to allow of the finfull wates of others,onely by our 
preſence with them, involves us in their guilt, 4s 22.20, And to 
favour thoſe that do evil, be as great a cr4me, as to commit the ſia 
it ſelf, Becauſe it makes 0ur damnation juſt, Rons.1.3 2. Then to /wb- 


 feribe this Engagement, with teſtifies onr approbation of the eſta- 


bliſhedGovernment,which the means by which it was cffeRed,8cc. 
mult necds make us acceſſary to the ſins of others, | 

Now therefore, ſceing that without {inning our ſelves,and con= 
traQing the guilt of other mens ſinnes, we cannot /#b/cribe upon 
that acconnt though the matter of the Engagement ſhould be law- 
full,yet it is nexpedient; We cannot come to enjoy it without com- 
mitting of evill, 

But ſuppoſe 1n reſpeR of the 9#14,or the matter of the Engage- 
ment ; that it were not #»lawfud, to engage our ſelves to the Go- 
vernment Of a ( ommou-wealth, 1n oppoſition 0; Monarchy, nor yet 
inexpedient upon the former Ground. 

Yet if it appeare ſo upon the /atrer, that the /zz5/cy:ibivg of the 
Engagement be like to be ſo farre from bringing hovour to the 
Goſpel, advantage to others, and profit to our {clves, that the fruits 
of it are like to be otherwiſe altogether, It will be ;2expedient for 
us to /#b/cribe, and conſequently ſinfull, | | 

Now that we may not with M. Dry confidently affirme , but 
prove nothing (as he doth, p.18.) about the expediency of the En- 

agement, that it is a duty that relates ro the whole (omon-wealth, 
the ſafety of all, and. our owne neceſſary Peace and Preſervation, 
lin. 35. We ſhall not onely affi-me, that to /eeb/cribe this Engage- 
ment Will be 1nexpedient,as it will bring forth di-honoxr and a fcan- 
dall upon the Goel. Secondly, extreame perill and prejudice rs 
the whole Common-wealth, Thirdly, unconceivable damage unto 
every particular S#b/criber ; but we ſhall confirme it by many 
cleare and evident demonitrations, 

Firſt, 70 /ub/cribe this Engagement for to eſtabliſh a Polarchy or 
Popular Government, and to aboliſh Rojall Dignity, will be fo farre 
from honouring the Goſpel, as that we {hall bring a great ſcandall 
upon it ,and dichonor our moſt holy Profeſſton. And that firſt,as tc will 
jaltifie all thoſe who have been accounted Traducers of Pwritans,'s 
enemies to onarchy, that this was looked upon as an intolerable 
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calumny, we finde in Mr. Caſe his "IN before the Houſe of Com- 
2015, 26.0t60.1642. Pag.11,12, where he hath theſe words, /: z 
and hath been from ancient times the curſed Policy of deſperate ma- 
lignant Conrtiers and Counſellers, when they wontd arme Princes & 
Potentates againſt the peore People of God, to poſſeſſe their eares and 


hearts with thrs prejudice, T hat they are enemies rs Monarchy. And 


ſaith he, Doth not theſe Rehums and Shim{hies f:4 our Kings rojall 
eares with this odium, that the Parliament and Puritans are ene- 
mies to Monarchy, and intend nothing bat to bring all into a Parity, 
and aftcy they have pnlled downe Biſhop,then downe with King too 
with a world of ſuch Calummies invented by the Father of Lyes. 

But now to /#bſcribe this Engagement againſt Aorarchy,would 
make it appear,that ſuch Aſſerrions were no unjult þerſions, But 
that they ſaid truly in charging Puritans with a deſigne of altering, 
and ſnbuerting the Government of the Kingdom, 

Secondly, the ſubſcribing of the E noagement would d:ſpononr 
rhe Goſpel; as it would bring an odious ſcandall upon the Forks 
of Reformation 1n the Church to which we are by Covenant obli- 
ged, And that, as it would ratifie a Prelaticall Aphori/me, which 
we alwaies looked upon as a ſtumbling block in the way, deviſed 
to hinder the Reformation of the (hurch, No Biſhop no King, no 
Aſiter no Scepter, As if fo be, there conld be no reall Reformation 
in the Church, without Regall extirpation in the State, 

- But thirdly, to /#b/cribe this Engagement will be inexpedient & 
ſcandalous, as it may »//ifie all thoſe eLpelogies which have been 
made in the behalfe of Profeſſors : that much hath been ſaid for 
them is very evident,as by many publike Writings * for their vin- 
dication, T hat the Miniſters aud People falſly called Puritans, Were 
injurieuſly ſlandered, for enemies to Regall Government,and for Trou- 


blers of the State, So that, by what hath been from time to time : 
ſolemnly profeſſed by the zealons Defirers of Reformation, when 


calumniated by the Prehjates : but now for ſuch to /#bſcribe this 
Engagement, the end whereof is Eradication of Aſonarchicall 
Government, will render all thoſe epologtes tobe falſe and hy- 
pocritical),and void; and that what was then ſaid'in their behalfs, 
was onely to keep them from cruſhing, till they had abiliry or 
an opportunity to turne the Kingdome upſide downe. 
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So that now,upon theſe Conſiderations it is evident, that to/#6. 
ſeribe this Engagement would be imexpedicnt, as it would bring 
diſha2onr to the Goſpel, and a great ſcandall upon the zealous Pro- 
feſſonrs of Religion, and them onely. 

But in the next place, as we cannot ſ#b/c-354e without much 
diſhonour to God, the Goſpel and Religion we profeſſe. Secondly, not 
without extreame perill and prejudice unto the whole Common- 
wealth, anto all degrees, ranks, and conditions of men in the three 
Kingdomes : firſt,co ſubſcribe, To be true and faithfull to the Comon- 
wealth as now eſtabliſhed without a King, would be extreamly in- 
jurions and prejudicial! unto the ſzpreme Magiſtrate of the King - 
dome, who notwithſtanding his forcible expalſioa and diſ-poſſeſſion 
is not deveſted of that Right and Title he hath unto the Engl; 
Throne. Now if it were a finne fo provoking in a King, for to take 
away hs Subjefts Vine-yard, becauſe the inheritance of his Father : 
What is it then for a Subjef? to take away the inheritance of a King 
from him ? which ts vertnally done, in taking this Engagement. 

Secondly,to ſubſcribe this Engagementr,to be true and faithful! 
to the Common-wealth as now eſtabliſhed, without an Houſe of 
Lords ; would be prejudicious and injurious to the Nobles of the 
Land, and deprive them of their Birth-rights : which is to ſit in 
Parliansent, and as one of the three Eſtates, to be Legi/lators,and 
co-ordinate with King and Commons. Now, by /#b/cribing this 
Engagement, we diſ-inkerit and dif-ſeize them of their Right, and 
that with the greateſt wrong and injultice that may be ; becauſe, 
excluding withont a lawful judgment, or Trial, 

Thirdly,to ſubſcribe to be r7ze and faithfull to the Comon-wealth, 
as a Government contraaiſtin& unto Mozarchy will be inexpedient; 
becauſe not onely unprofitable, bur prejudicial), perilous, and of 
dangerons conſequence to the whole Comon-Wealth in generall ; 
For, upon the former grounds, the Herire and Sncerſſoxr, with the 
Nobility of the Landbeing thus »njuſtly and violently diſpoſſelt of 
their right,and barracado'd from re. extring by this ſinfrull Engage- - 
ment ; 1t mult needs bring upon the Kingdome. not onely a priva- 
tion of that honor and reputation which we had with other King- 
domes,making us who were the Head, the chicf among the Prin- 
ces to become the Tazl,the punieſt State in Chriſtendome,difſulving 
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z|l thoſe antient Leagnes which By made with forraign Princes 
for the Kingdomes good ; and allo the #nioz between the 3 King» 
domes of £ngland,Scotlandand Ireland. But will poſitively involve 
us in perpetrall Wars and Trowbles. And through the maintenance 
of Armies,by intolerable Taxes and Impoſitions { tranſcengently ex- 
ceeding all former Ionopolics and Ship-money ) render us the mi. 
ſerableſt and laviſheſt People under Heaven ; ſach as ſhall never 
know when we are ſecure, either in reſpe& of our ſoz/e, body, or 
eſtate: for as we find by experience,in reference to Impoſitions upor 
onr Eſtates,that ſince the promiſe of Liberty to the People;whereas in 
the Kings time that Dutch Devil of Exciſe was but attempted to be 
conjured up among$t u4,in the Rule of the Keepers of our Liberties, it 
kath not onely been impoſed, bnt in ſome things don)led and trebled; 
ſo in reference 10 impeſitions upon the conſcience. Though at firlt the 
Engagement agaiilt Monarchy was onely impoſed npon the Crea- 
tures that divided the ſpoil of the Kingdome,and were in Offices of 
profit ; yet it {taics not there, but is now 70 be enforced upon all. 
And what great az this little wimble mult make way for,as we 
know not, ſo peradventure not they themſelves, whom by this 
ſabſeription we ſhould conſtitute to be our new and abſolute Go- 
wvernours. FOr as xeceſſtty hath put them upon raking away the Life 
of the Father of onr Countrey ; 10 it may inforce them ra 1mpoſe 
upon us the Mnrder of our owne natwrall and jpirituall Parents, 
if they will not comply, and be in Confederacy with them, 

But beſides all theſe, with many other Miſeries which are like to 
come upon the Common Wealth, with thoſe horrid Injuries to the 
Chief and moſt noble Parts of the Body Politique, by ſubſcribiag 
this Engagement. 

In the third place, it will be ſo farre from procuring Peace and 
Preſervation to every particular S#5/criber, as M. Dary hath af- 
firmed, pag. 18. That it Will bring wnconceivable detriment.aud da- 
mage unto every inaiiduall Subſcriber thercof.: And that not onely 
as ſhall be inſtrumental, in putting on the yoak of mtolerable ſlavery 
pon his own neck With his own hands,but allo of riverting it falt (by 
the abſulnte an unlinuted Engagement )from falling oft. And as he 
{hall by his tranſcendent Perjury expoſe himſelfe and Poſterity to 
perpetuall Infamy, rg the ruine of the outward man.. But as he ſhall 


deprive 


x oY RA , " . ; 
_ DF F.- Pa Rs - * 5. 


_—_— : 
. > hos —_—— IT 
By, - EY " 4 "y _ x 


(1 


ſcience, (and as it is reported of ſome Snbſcribers of this engage- 
ment already) be filled with /ife extingui/hing horrors and terrors 
of Conſcience, Beſides the hazard of damnation to the immortal 
Sorl,by ſubſcribing unto an engagement, which for the.mzarter of it 
is 0 contrary unto the Law of God,and of the Lana,and through its 
inexpediency ſo ſcandalous, injurious,and perillous,as it appeares 
to be. | 
\ But to all this it maybe objefted.7hat if there were no-altevid- 
tion,or palliation of what hath been proponnaed about the ſeeming un- 
lan fulncſſe and inexpeatency of this Engagement for the matter of it, 
by the Supreme Authority of the Power of impoſeng thu Engage- 
ment, 7: world be then moſt dangerous and dreadful to lubſcribezbur 
the Authority 12po/3ng this Engagement have legiſlative Power, 
net oxely to declare what i Iiwfull, but to make things Which are only 
of an humane concernment,to be lawful and Warrantable. 
Now in Asſwer to this 0%jef;on,we (hill fall upon the Confrdes 


ratio of the ſecond particular Circumſtance which we propound- 


ed for the diſcovery of the ſinfulneſſe of an exgagement, and that 
is the 94z,relating to the Perſons engaging Or ts be engaped. 


\\But before that we begin to conſider of the qxzs,in relation tor 
the power 5mpoſing the engagement,we [hal a little examine what is 


fad by 4y. Dnry,againſt this preſent praQce of ours ; For(faith 
heypag.9,to.) as concerning the preſent Power, by Which the Engage- 
ment & tendered, Whether it be an u{wrped power; he athrmes,it doth 
xot belong ants 15 to juage definitively of the right Which the Supreme 
Power over 5 in the world.pretend to have nnto their places; and the 
Reaſon (ſaith he) s this,becanſe 1 finde it no part of the Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity to meaale with this matter; nor do I ſte that God doth al. 
lyw.private men io take ſo much upon them over their Superionrs.&Cc. 

Now. for A»/wer to this,in.the firſt place,by way of Conceſſion; 
though:we grant,chat in aconftiteted government of as long ſtand- 
ing 2s Hounrchy hath been in. Brittaza, which hath beene #pox Re- 
cord 441, yeares before the Incarnation of Chriſt ; as we finde 
proved by a Speech delivered in Parliament, May 24. 1641.and 
made ſo glorious and unqueltionable by Antiquity : as when con- 
quered by Saxons, Danes, and Normazs, yet had their Laws and 
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' Government unaltered ; as we finde in the Zord Keepers Speech, 
Novemb. 2}, 1640. Though under ſuch a long continued Govern- 
ment derived to us by our Axceſtowrs, For a Subject by Birth to 
queſtion the Right or Authority of the Supreme Magiſtrate come 
 manding , Fe cannet ſee that God doth allow private men to take [0 
much upon them ever their Superieurs, becauſe their Authority is 
beyond all diſpute, 
Yet when a Goverament is to be ſettled and conſtituted, while the 
Change of ſo long an eftabliſhed Government is before our faces, 
and that by a Power ſo difpatable as this is ; it is our duty, and we 


are bound as (hriftians, by the Word of Life,before we do engage» * | 


our ſelves to be in ſ#bjeien to any ſuch Power , to fatisfie our: 
ſelves concerning thei: /awfzl/ Authority to rule over us, For 
thongh as 24r. Dxry doth nrge,that the Rule of Swbjefts behavi- 
our,as Swbjefsis clearly determined, Row.13.1.1 Pet.2. 13, 14. 


Tit.3.1.To befor conſcience ſake,and becauſe Gods Ordinance, part, 
yet we conceive that Tyranny and V/urpation is none of Gods Or- 


dizaxce ; and it concernes Chriſtians to be ſatisfied whether it be 
to a lawfull Magiſtrate they do engage themſelves , or unto Jacke 


Straw,or John of Leydex ; and this we are to do in obcdience to: 
Gods Command, by which we are obliged to yeeld Obedience to 
the lawfoll Magiſtrate,Commanament the fifth, But alſo forbidderx 


to engage Our ſelves to Obediexce and Allegiance to thoſe that are. 


no lawfull Magiſtrates, For this is one Rule given by all Divines, 
in expounding the morall Law , That poſptive Precepts doe imply 
and injoyn »egative Duties, as we muſt honour our Fathers, and 
Governours,with the honour of Ovedzence and Allegiance ; fo we 
are by the ſame. Precept forbidden to honour ſuch as are not onr 
lawfull Rulers and Governours,but V/arpers, When the Princes 


of 1/rael are like unto them that remove, Hof. 5. 10. We muſt 


take heed of Walking willingly after their commandment - with 
Ephraim, verſ. 11, leſt when we are oppreſſed and broken in 
judgement, we may thanke ourſelves. | 
And now having thus cleared the way to our Worke, and ha- 
ving made it appeareto be our duty in this junfure of time, 


though private Perſo5 , to queſtion the guz or the Anthoriry of 


the Preſcribers of this preſent Engagement, 
We 
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We ſhould proceed to diſcover the Grounds of our diſ-ſatis-- 


faftion about ſubſcribing the Engagement , in relation to the qurz, 


the Perſons preſcribing, or impoſing it. But knowing the Times to. 
be ſo very periliexs , that we muſt be made offenders for 'a word, 
and that to ſpeak tr#th and reaſon, i$ like to be adjudged Treaſon. 

We ſhall onely ſay , that if in Vropia, the Supreme Anthority 
ſhould conſfilt of three Eſtates in Sexate,allembled ; a King, Lords, 
and Commons, - (though engaged by ſeverall /acred Obligations, to 
preſerve the ſaid Supreme Authority,){hould by the affiltance of a 
rebellious Army raiſed for the defence thereof , excl1ge the major 
part of the ſaid Commons,and having declared themſelves The oxly 
Supreme Authority of Utopia, (hould deltroy and take away the 
life of their King, and aboliſh both the Eſtates of King and Lora: ; 
and although by the knowne Law of Tropia, the ſaid Commons 
have no power to impoſe upon the ſaid Vropians ( pre-engaged tO 
be true and faithfull ro the King hu heirs, ſucceſſonrs,and kingly go- 
vernment ) an Oath or Engagement , To be true to their New Gv- 
vernment eſtabliſhed, without a King or Honſe of Lords, though it 
hath been:done by force,and without their conſent. 

- In this caſe, we may boldly ſay,cthat the ſaid engagement, in re- 
lation to the qzs, the Preſcribers or Impoſers of it, is altogether 
#nlawfull ; and that becauſe the Engagers of the ſaid Vtopians, 
are onely a /elf-created Power,and ſo tar,from being The Supreme 
Aathority of that Nation, which conſiſts of three Eftates , as that 
they are not a third part of one of them; the Commons ; and allo 
ſo farre from having any Azthority to impoſe the faid engagement 
upon their fellow Szbje&s, as that they have no Arthority by the 
Utopien Law to adminiſter any Oaxth whatſoever, And if ſo, then 
not tO /poſe au Oath Or engagement for fealty to themſelvcs,con- 
trary to all thoſe ſacred Obligations, by which they were bonnd 79 
preſerve the ſaid Supreme eAnthority. 

Bat in reference to our ows ca/e,to ſay any thing concerning the 
eAuthority of the Impoſers of this preſent exgagement,our mouthes 
being gagged by two ſtrong T»ftraments made this laſt yeer , we 
cannot. And therefore paſſing over the conſideration of the quzz,in 
relation to the Pre/cribersgwe ſhal come to conſider of the ſecond 
Zarticular, propoſed in reference to the qu#,as it relates to the 


Perſons 
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Perſons to be engaged, which are the Subſcribers. 

As publike Oaths and exgagements cannot be preſcribed, or Law- 
fully impoſed, by thoſe who have no power over others ; ſo they 
cannot lawfully be ſabſcribed by thoſe who have no power over 
themſelves. Oui non eft [713 Juru,obligare ſe non poteft, Which is the 
condition of all perſons pre-engaged by former Oaths and Obliga- 
tr0NS. | 

Now that this is the caſe of the whole Kingdom. If the Oaths 
of our Anceſtours binde ns as it did Sax, for the breach whereof 
God dealt ſo ſeverely with his Family : or at leaſt, of all thoſe 
that ever 2-0ke,cither the Oaths of Supremacy, Akegiance,or of 1 
Freeman,the Proteſtation, or the Covenant, we ſhall demonſtrate in 
the proving of theſe two Aſſertions, 

Firlt, that this preſent emgagement is contradifory,and ſtrongly 
militates againſt the Oaths of Sypreamacy, Allegiance,and all thoſe 
ſacred Obligations before mentioned. 

Secondly,that theſe /acred Oathes and Obligations are ſtill bind- 
ing the { 0»/ciexces of thoſe that have taken them. 

Firſt,the matter of the engagement,which is to be true and faith- 
full to the Common-wealth in oppoſition to Monarchy , Withort 4 
King and Honſe of Lords,is expreſly contrary unto the Oath of Al- 
legiance,which obligerh the Taker, not only ro bear faith and Alle- 
giance to the heirs and ſucceſſonrs of our late King, (of which more 
1n another place)but alſo defend their Crown and Dignity again#t 
all Conſpiracies , which mult needs be monarchicall and kinoly Go- 
vernment;becauſe that tro defend their Crown or dignity,is expreſſed 
diſtizfily from their Perſons, So that to exgage againlt kingly Go- 
vernment,is point blaukg contrary unto the Oath of Alegiance. 

Secondly, the matter of the exgagement, is contrary unto the 
Oath of Supremacy,which bindes the Taker clearly and plainly,not 
onely to bear faith and true Allegiance'to the Kings Highneſſe, hrs 
Heires , ana Succeſſours ; but ts their poWwer, to aſſiſt and defend all 
{ariſdidittiens, Priviledges, Preheminences, and Antherities granted 
unto the Kings Highnefle his Heires,and Succeſſours,or #nited and 
annexed to the Imperiall Crown of this Realme. _ | 

But now to ef/abliſh Polarchy, and to aboliſh Monarchy, and to 
our power to «//i? and defend all Fruriſdiftions, Priviledges, Prehe- 
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minences & Authorities united Or LEE to the mperiall Crowne, 
are 4s contrary as darkneilz is to light. 

Thirdly, 4t is contrary. to the Oath of a Free-man of Londen, 
which obligeth the Taker to be fairhfull to ſuch Heires & Surceſ< 
ſenrs onely,as ſhould weare the 1mperiall Crowne, deſcribing them 
cither to be Kings or Queens. So that,though the /mpeſers of the 
Engagement ſhould require our Alegiance, becauſe de fatto they 
are the Kings Succeſſonrs in Government, yet being neither Kings 


nor .2 eens, we ſhould violate this ſacred Oath by this Engage- 


ment. 

Fourthly, the matter of this Engagement, as unto a (ommen- 
wealth without a King,is contrary unto our molt Solemne Vow and 
Proteſtation, ay 5.1641. In which we have prom:i/ed and vowed, 
unto Almighty Gea,with our Lives,our Power and Eſtates, to main= 
tain and defend, not onely the King's Perſ6z, but his Hoyoxr and 
Efate; which Eſtate is not perſonally to be conſidered, but polz- 
tiquely in relation to his Government ; becauſe the defence of his 
Perſon.is expreſly provided for 1a the ſaid Vow, Secondly,it is cox 
trary unto this Yow and Proteſtation, by which we are ſolemnly 06- 


| tiged to maintaine the Power and Priviledges of Parliament. Now 


it is the 2ngueftionable power and privilege of the Parliament, to 
have the King, if not perſoxally, yet legally and politically preſent, 
And, it is his hoyoar and effate, which by our ProteFation we have 
promiſed to maintaine and defend, to be the Supreme Eſtate, in that 
hich Court of Parbament. | 

Fiftly, the matter of the Engarement,as unto a {ommon-wealth 
without a King,is expreſly contrary unto the So/emn (ovenant we 
have taken : wherein we engaged ſincerely, really, and conftantly to 
exdeavonr, and that with our Lives and Eftates to defend and pre- 
{erve not onely the Kings Perſon, but his Authority. But now to 
be 1r#e and faithfull ts a Common-wealth, contradiſtinft unto Regall 
Authority, and with our Zives and Eſtates to defend the Kings 
Authority, are the greatelt contradictions that can be, 

Sixtly, to be true and faithful to the Common- Wealth, as now efta= 


. bliſhed without the Houſe of Lords,is expreſly contrary not onely to 


our aforeſaid National ( ovenant,but to our Prowm/e,Yow,& Pro- 
:e5tation, of May 5. 1641. As being engaged by it to maintaine aut 
D 


defend 
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defend the Power and Priviledce Parliament,'and by the Cove- 
nant, to preſerve the Rights and Priviledges of Parliament, Now 
it being the Right, Power,and Priviledge of Parliament,to have the 
Houſe of Lords as the onely judicature in that Supreme Conncell, 
But to ſubſcribe the ſaid Engagement is neither to maintaine, de- 
fend, or preſerve th:s nndoubted Right, and Priviledge ; but to give 
our conſent to their extirpation, 

Seventhly, to be true and faithfull to the Common- Wealth, as it 1s 
ow eſtabliſhed, in a violent and forcible way without che /awfwl! 8 
f ree conſent of the People, 5 contrary unto that part of our Prote- 
ftation and Covenant which engageth us ( in the former ) t9 defend 
the lawfall Right and Liberty of the Subjef, 2n1 to oppoſe all ſuch as 
{hall by force or conSpiracy doe any thing to the contrary, (and in 
the latter ) to preſerve the Liberties of the K ingdome, of the Right 
of the $1bje7t is to be free, not onely from all 1mpoſitions upon 
their £Fates, (without their conſent) but alſo upon their (o»ſci- 
ences, by any Engagement, which may oblige them to yeild obe- 
dience or Allegiance to ſuch Perſons, as by a ſelf-created Power, 
ſhall aſſ ame the Government over them. 

And thus having now proved our firſt Aﬀertion jhat the matter 
of this Engagement 1s contraaiftory, and diametrically oppoſite to all 
our former oathes and ſacred obligations. 

We ſhall proceed to the prosf of the ſecond, which we propo- 
fed : That theſe ſacred bonds and obligations doe indiſpenbly bind 
the Conſtiences of men who have taken them, 

Now this we ſhall prove; firſt, from the conſideration of the 
binding nature of an Oath in the generall. Secondly, by confide- 
ring theſe particular Oathes and Obligations. 

Firſt, that any Oath that is lawf»/l & poſſiblegindiFpenfibly buds 

_ the Conſcience t4ll the thing ſworn be accompliſhed,appeareth upon 
this ground, becauſe that in every /awfll Oath there is a double 
obligation ; one of Man to Man,the other of Man to God, whom 
3n lifting up our hands unto,we not only call to be a Witneſſe of our 
fincere intentions to perform what we have ſworn to Men, but to 
take revenge upon us if we be perfidious : and therefore we finde 
the Oath that paſſed between David and Jonathan, is called, The 
Lords oath, 2 Sam.21.7.1 Sam.20.6, And the Oath of Alegiance, 
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by which Subjef; are bound to their Soverargre,is catled,7 he oath 
of God, Eccleſ. 8. 2. I counſel thee (ſaith the Wilc-man) to keep the 
Kings commandment, and that in regard of the oath of God, And 
therefore we have a command from Chriſt himſelf, 7 hen ſhalt not 
forſwear thy ſelf but ſhalt performe thy oath to the Lord, So that,we 
canaot be abſolved in our conſciences from an Oath,no not by the 
Parties to whom we are ſworne, becauſe we are obliged in all 
lawfall Oathes to God, as well as fan ; and he hath not onely 
commanded us ts performe our oathes, Namb.13.3.bntasheisa 
jealous God, hath threatned,that he Wil yet hold thoſe guiltleſſe that 
taketh his Name in vaine, 

Now if all Oathes lawful and poſſible are thus ind;Spenfibly 
binding,then it muſt needs follow,that all thoſe particular Oathes 
and ſacred obligations, which we have taken, doc chazne us by our 
Conſciencesand doe remaine and abide at this preſent » full force, 
effeft, and virtue, 

But it may be objeed, (as it is to0 wreligionſly affirmed by ma- 
ny Patrons and Advocates for Perjwry,in theſe perfidious Times) 
that theſe obligations by Oathes, Covenant, and Proteſiation, are all 
diſſolved, extinft, and void, 

We ſhall only examine what hath been aſſerted by M. 7. Dury 
to this purpoſe, who takes upon him in his ConfSaerations, concer- 
ning the Engagement, and hi juſt Repropoſals, to reſolve the Cox- 
ſcience in this great Bulinefſe ; to which end he affirmes, That the 
oath of Allegiance i void, pag. 2. That the Covenant bindeth nat, 
Pag.7.T hat all Engagements in Which We Were bound to the King or 
Loras, are void, pag.15. Repropoſals. 


Now having ſeriouſly weighed his eLrgaments, by which he+ 


would confirm his Allegations, we (hall conſider d5ſtinitly of chem, 
and (hew their extreame #»/atrsfaftoriveſſe to the Conſciences of 
any, but-ſach as through feare or iwtereft deſire £ bribe, corrnpr, 
& cozen their Conſcicnces,that they my take it without regrer. 
In the firſt place, concerning the Oath:'of Ategiamce, to prove 
it 20d, he cxpatiates from page 2. to 4. upon this Suppoſition, 
which he maketh to be his onely A4rgwment, That if the King be 
fond unfaithful in his truſt, .we are iplo fafto abſolved from onr 
Allegiance unto him, | 
| D 2 Now 
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; Now this being the marrow o thi Proof, we ſhall ſhew the 
unſatisfaBlorineſſe of it to our judgement and conſciences ; and 
thar not onely as *tis laid downe as a Suppoſition ( with an 1f it 
can be mae ont ) Which he doth not in the leaſt prove, but upon 
theſe Grounds following : 
Firſtif he had proved what he doth but ſuppoſe,That the King 


bad been nufaithfull to his Truf,yet this diſſolverh not the Oath of 
our Allegiance to him. 


For firſt of all, the Oath is ab/9/zte, there is no-ſuch Pobdition | 


expreſſed in it, That if the King rr avulawfull to hy Tru, that 
then onur oath ſhall be void and wall 

Secondly, Allegiance to onr S overaigne z our Duty, by the Liw 
of God & the Land, though we were never engaged to it by Oath : 
otherwiſe fuch as were not obliged by the Oath of Allegiance, 
might for their Diſlopalty to the Ki ing, be exempted from ſuftering 
AS T7 raytors. 

But thirdly, the diſſolving of Subjes from their Oathes upon 
negleR of Duty on the Magi#rates part, is not onely contrary un- 
Lo expreſſe Texts of Scriptare, that require obearence, not onely to 
goed, but the froward, for C onſcience ſake. But contrary to M. Du 
73's owne judgment, who in his { 0» /iderations, pag.1 1.is poſitive, 
T bat the Rule of SuabjeAs behaviour, as SubjeRs, & clearly deter- 
ined in ROM, 13. 1.t0 8.1 Pet.2.13,14. & Titus 3.1. Where We 
finde nothing but aCommand of Submiſſion 4#4 Subjection of not 
reſiSting, and of paying T axes ani Dues, and of giving honour, feare, 
and resf ebt. for Conſcience ſake. 

Now, if this be the Rule of Swbjeds patavionir as S1bjefts, that 
they are to be abſolxte 1n their obeazence, without any limitation, 
further than (as he ſaith) that we are bonnd to:obey God rather than 
1an, and to ſuffer patiently where we finde cauſe to refnſe obedience. 
Then M. 7ohn Dary is 5 wloxalvxed ©, condemned by himſelf ;.and 
that which he ſuppoſeth to be the Grownd of the diſſolving the Oath 
of Allegiance, viz: a ſuppoſition of Abuſe of Truſt onthe Kings part, 
15 both fai/e,ab/ur4,and fiafell, by his own: Argument ; and there- 
fore the Oath of Allegiance us not diſſolved, but binds the (Conſcience 


indi5þen(ably ; notwithſtanding alltharM. _—_ hath held forth 
to ts and reſolve the Conſcience, 
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We now com in the next $a , to examine his Grounds up= 
on which he builds the down-fall of the (ovenvant ; For, faith 
he , page 7. Suppoſe thit in youn apprehenſions this Engagement 
doth materially ſettle ſomething in the ('ommon-wealth , Which 
contrary tothe Covenant ; yet I /ay as matters now ſtand , you break 
wot at all yottr (oveuant, becauſe your obligation to thoſe matters by 
vertne of your Covenant Was extinguiſhed : now that Which i ex- 
tilt and made void, cannot be ſaid to oblige any more. eAnd( laith 
he ) all promiſes are ipſo facto made void and extinct , inrefect of 
che T ie pen the Conſcience, when the thing promiſed is become in it 
(elfe impoſſitle to be aone ; or in reference to-our Calling , unlawful 
fo be proſecuted. 

Now for A»/wer to his Growndr, though in the Thefs we 


' grant, T hat then oathes, promiſes, and obligations doe ceafe to bind, 


when they become impoſſible or nnlawfull : yet we deny it to 
be ſo-in the Hypotheſ7, in the preſent caſe of the Covenant ; and 


therefore we ſhall examine and anſwer his Grozxds particularly 


and d:ſtizctly, 

Firſt, faich he, 7t 7s impoſſible in Natnre, to preſerve the 
Kings life which 15 cnt off , and the Honſe of Lords which ts already 
put down, , ; 6 

Secondly, 1t z5 not Lawfall for any in a private Calling, to attempt 
the reſtoring of thatywhich publike Power hath aboliſhed. 

Now 1n 4»/wer to the ficlkt, whereas he makes the (ovenant to 
be 1mpoſ/ible to be kept,the Kings life being cut off, &c. 

We conceive, that firſt according to the Law of the Land,the 
King of England never dies ; and that our obligation by the Cove» 
aart is not rendered impoſſible by the Death of King Charles the 
firſt,ts evident, in that the Per/0x of the K ing and hu Authority, 
which are the objects of our Pre/crvationare ſuppoſed to be iz be- 
ing all the dayes of our lives, 

But , though it ſhould be gra»ted, that there is an 19poſſibility 
in the matter of the Covenart, in relation to the Preſervation of 
that Kings life then exiſtent, yet Regall Amntherity, and the Kings 
Peoſterity , they are [till in beiyp,, and it is unto them that we are 


obliged by, our Solemne Covenant, ana all theſe ſacred Bonds that are 
24D01 5, 
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'As for the' impoſſibility of it in reference to the Howſe of Lords 


which is already put down. We anſwer ,that inpoſſt»iliry is only 
preſent and not abſolate, there is not a zotall ceſſation of all hopes of 
Recovery of our ancient Government by King and Lords, though at 
preſent it; be vielently obfirnited , by ſuch a Force as renders the 
keeping of our. Covenant at preſent impoſlible.But being [til ;# eſſe 
both King and Houſe of Loras, we mult take heed that we do not 


. by the /#b/cription of this Engagement,bury them alivebecaule ina 


weak and crazy condition,for this would not only be Perjary, buc 
great Imuſtice and crnelty. 

Asto his ſecond Ground, that the Covenant is extinit and woid, 
becauſe #»lawfull to be preſented, it being net lawfull for any in a 
private calling to attempt the reſtoring of that which hath been abs- 
lifted by publike Power. 

We anſwer,that though it be #»/awfaull,for any in a private Cal- 
ling,or by a private Call,to atterapt the reſtoring of that w® hath 
been legally aboliſhed by publike Authority,yet not to help to reſtore 
that which hath been ſ#ppreſſed or aboliſhed by publike force and 
pover of the ſward, elpecially if they are obliged to preſerve them 


in being ( and conſequently to reſtore them ) againi? all force and 
Conſpiracy , and to bring the Attempters of it, if they be able,to con- 


digne puniſment ; which is our cafe. 
As to that which follows in the ſame Page, That if you are ey- 
-gaged by promiſe to reftore them, yet ſtill it mu#t be in, and accord- 
51g to our Callings,and as far as lawfully We may,not ont of our (al- 
lings,or beyond them. : 
| We anſwer, It is true, and we deſire to be con/crentions in this 
particular. But by /zbſcribing this Engagment,we diſable our /elves 
from our Dwry in this reſpeR,& ſo break our Covenant.For when 


. we arecalled by a lawfull Power, with onr lives power, and eftates, 


to performe our Promiſe,Vow, and Proteſtation, our Oathes, and C's- 
venant,we ave ſinfully precluded by this Engagement. 

But it may be objefted, that if the Covenant and other ſacred 
Oathes of Allegiance are not extin and void , upon the former 
Grounds ; yet this preſent impoſe Power hath made them »»/? 
and void, by taking away all Atepiance from the Kings heires and 
ſucceſſeurs,and by the inſtitution of this vew Government. 
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To which we anfwer,that ſuch a diþþer/ation from them would eL/wer. 


not onely be more then improxs in them to propormnt , but exceed- 
ing ridicnlous for us to believe, For how can we imagine a man 
that is m1anacled himſelf,to be able to unbinde and /oofe others, But 
now rhis 15 the Caſe of the preſent mpoſers, that would abſolve 
2 ; themſelves being obliged by ail thoſe Sacred Bonds ( and that 
with ſo faſt a kzo! , that in one Oath which they have affuredly 
taken, viz, the Oath of Supremacy ) they do profeſſe ; that they as 
beleeve,and are in conſcience perſwaded, that neither the Pepe, or any 
other perſon whatſoever, hath power to a5ſolve them of this Oath, or 
any part thereof. RN 

So that de fafto they'are excluded from being able to diſ-oblige 
us from thoſe ſacred chains, Now that they are excluded de jwre 
alſo,ts very evident, are divino, according to the judgement of 
all Divines,grounded upon the Scriptures ; /t # not in the power 0 
an) creature , to abſolve ms from an Oath lawfull and poſſible to be 
performed, And 7are humans, they are likewiſe excluded from 
any ſuch power ; for in the tatyte of the 13, of Queene Eliza- 
beth,it 1s expreſly conferred upon the three Eſtates in Parliament, 
the King, Lorar, and Commons, to alter the Fundamental LaWes 
and Government of the Land,by Oath eftabliſhed : but not upon the 
Commons,though Free and Fyll. 

Now that we may the more convincingly demonſtrate , that all 
thoſe Sacred Oathes [the Proteſt ation, and the Covenant] are till. 
binding to our (x/ciexces ; (beſides what hath been already pro- 
ved)we ſhall adde ſome further Conſiderations, from the words 
that are in thoſe ſacred Ties. Omitting therefore what we laſt 
mentioned, concerning that paſſage in the Oath of Supremacy ; we 
finde that the Covenant was not pro tewpore,binding onely during 
the preſent Exigent we were then in , Baz that we are obliged to 
keep every Article thereof, conftantly and zealouſly, all the dayes of 
exr lives : ſo that nothing but death,which difſolveth the knot be- 
tween our Bodies and our Soxls,can diſſolve this Covenant, and ſet 
us at liberty to be free for other engagements, And that the Pro- 
teftation of May 5. 1649. hath ſtill the ſame obligation upon ns, 
and none bxt God-onely can ab/elve us from it ; appeareth, in that 
we have not onely proteſted , but have promiſed and vowed in the 


preſence 
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preſence of Almighty God, that with our Hives, power, and eftates, 
we will maintain and defend,not the Kgs pcr/or onely, but Hz; 
Hononr and Eſtate , as alſo the Power aud P:uvileages of Parlia- 
myzzt,the lawſull Rights and Liberties of the Subject. 

But that we will oppoſe ſuch as ſhall by force or conſpiracy doe 
any thing to the contrary, and that we will neither for hope,fear, or 
ether reſpet,relinguiſh this Promiſe Yow,or Proteſtation. 

| By all which Paſſages, with many other in the ſaid ob/;gations, 
it is molt evideat thar all thoſe /acyed oathes are (till binding ; and - 
that therefore to ſ#bſcribe the Engagement,which hath been proved 
is ſo point blanke againſt them, mult needs be /infall and nnlawfull, | 
upon this account, in reſpect of the quz, relating not only to the 
Preſeribers, but alſo to the S»b/cribers, who being (as hath been 
proved ) ſo indiſpenſably engaged,cannot /ub/cribe to this, without 
perſprcuon Perury. 

And thus having now examined thzs preſent Engagement , to be 
true and faithfull to the Common-wealth,as it 15 n0W eſtabliſhed With- 
ont a King and Honſe of Lords ; by two of thoſe CircamHances, 
which render Engagements to be ſinful, the quz and the guid of 
it, omitting the conſideration of the quibru or the ca, the Perſons 
with whom , and to whom we do ergage our ſelves , becauſe co- 
 11cident with what we have ſaid in relation to the quz5, as refer- 
r.ng to the Power s9poſing this Engagement, 

We ſhall now come to coſpder of another (rcumſtance, that 
renders Engagements inthe gexerall to be ſinfull;& that is the car, 
or the quarezthe end wherefore we enter into Engagements, Now 
if the e-d appear to be ſixf//,ſo :1'o will be the Eg agement. 

Now that the ed of this Engagement is ſinfnll,is very ebwiows to 
the dimmeſt fight : for though it be not expreſſed in the ſaid Zx- 
gagement in termins , yet the Eradication of Monarchy ( under 
which this Nation hath flouriſhed for ſo many Gererations, - and 
which we are engaged to maintain,and preſerve by fo many obliga-; 
tions Jand alſo the ſettlement of a prodigious Polarchy, whoſe F ounf 
dation hath been laid in Rebellion, Mnrder, Treachery, and Perjary, 
are the deſigned ends of this Engagement; and not only ſo, but to 
deprive the lawful Heir unts the Crown of hi Birth right which is to 
ſucceed in the Throne,not only by the Laws of the Land, in particu- 
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lar; by the fatrte of the fir of King James, Chap. T., 3. wherem 
the whole Kingdome doe engage themſelves to Kizg James, hs 
Heires, Succeſſonrs, and Poſterity for ever ; to defend their u1- 
doubted right to the Crowne, with the laſt drop of their blood : But 
alſo, by all thoſe ſacred Oathes of Supremacy, Allegiance, and of a 
Free-man, &#c, Which to doe is finfull and unjuſt, 

But to this it is implied by M. Dzry, p. 18,19, That to exclzae 
the lawfull Heire of the ( rowne from his Right, and to alter the 
Conſtitution of the Parliament, by nulling the Houſe of Lords, is 
but a ſeeming inconveniency ; but to ſubſcribe the Engagement, 
is an indiſpenſable duty. The one, is but the ſeeming violation of 
the particular Right of ſome few Perſons, which is or may be 
doubtfull whether you are engaged thereunto or no. But to en. . 
gage is a duty which relates to the whole Common. wealth, the 
ſafety of all, and our owne neceſſary peace and preſervation. And 
P. 29. (ſaith he) as for the diſſolution of your Tie to the Heire of the 
Crowne, I ſhall referre you to looke upon God, Whether he hath not diſ- 
poſſeſſed hina Wholly by his owne doings, aud confe(ſe 5c. 

Now for Anſwer unto theſe growndleſſe Aſſertions,and confuſed 
Swuppoſitions of his, under which he doth extennate molt crying 
provocations; | | 

We ſhall propoſe and prove theſe three Aſertions : Firſt, that 
to exclude the right Heire of the Crowne, which is the exd of this 
Engagement,is not only a ſeeming inconvenieney, but a complicated 
wickedneſſe made up of injuſtice, d'5loyalty and treachery. Second- 
ly, that to ſubſcribe the Engagement, is no 5nd:$Þer/ible duty that 
relates to the good of the whole Common- wealth. And thirdly, 
that the preſent forcible extruſion and dispoſſeſſion of the right 
Heire of the Crowne,cannot without horrid impiety, be charged 
upon God, the righteous Judge of the whole world. 

But having ( we hope ) ſufficiently proved the two former 
already, we ſhall to his third Sppoſition, (page 20.) That We 
are diſſolved from eur Tie to: the Heire of the Crowne, and that 
2t 75 done by God, whom he ſaith, hath done what ts good in his owne 
eyes, &c. with abundance of ſuch Independent Concluſions , 
upon which, he with his Poſtea BRET H REN have ( as 
he profeſſeth for them all ) taken this E-gagement as a duty, 

Es Juſt 


(26) 
Tut Propoſals, p. 10. Becanſe God hath altered by an extraordinary 
way the Government, &Cc. 

We reply, that as we have aſready proved that Tre and obliga- 
tion that is upon us, to the right Heire to the Crowne, to be (till 
birding, notwithſtanding his forcible expxlſion. So, to ſay, that 
God hath wholly diſpoſſeft him, becauſe that at this time there are 
others inthe attxall Poſſeſſion of the ruling ToWver, which M. Dury 
implics, pag. 20. of his {onfderations, We conceive, cannot be 
charged upon the juſt and righteous God, in whom there ts no 
. iniquity, withont making him the Authour, if not Approver of 
ſach unheard of Perjury and Injuttice, which to thinke were 
Blaſphemy. We grant indeed, this great Change now in the 
Kingdom, efteRed by thoſe extraordinary & cxtrajudiciall Acts 
of Murder, Treachery, and Perjury, is not come about without 
the dererminate counſel of God, by which 7444s brought our Savi- 
2#r to the {7oſſe; and that permiſſive providence by which A5/a- 
lom end eAdonijah for a time uſurped the Kingdome of 17/-ael, 
But that the wiſe and holy providence of God permitting this, 
{hould be interpreted Gods dioſing of David or Solomen ; and 
that God is doing that which is good in his owne eyes, and 
{ſhould be a ground for the Snbjes Engagements to them, with 
the violation of the Oath of God upon them,cannot be maintained 
with dishsnonr to God himſelf, great injuſtice to the lawful Magis 
ſtrate, and plunging our Soules into the pit of Peryury. 

So then, the end of this Engagement being to exclude the right 
Heire of the Crowne, to extirpate and ſubvert Kingly Govern- 
ment, and to introduce through much complicated iniquity, a 
monſtrous and many-headed Government, which muit be ſuppor- 
ted by moſt horrid Oppreſſions and heavy Taxations, under 
which (the originall of all juſt Power ) the People muit crouch, 
with ſuch filent ſubmiſſion, as for to ſay publickly, that i # Ty- 
rannicall.{hall colt them their /ives,and all zhat i dear unto them, 

It appeareth, that though ro engage 70 be true and faithfull be a 
duty, and not ſimply ſinful in it ſelf, yet in reſpeR of the matter of 
it,-e/ating to the objett of the Engagement, The Common-wealth of 
Emnglandas to a Government; and the qualification of the objeft,as 1t 

 %s now eſtabliſhed without a King and Houſe of Lords, _ 
tale 


_— A 


trated with'the 44s, relating to the Preſcribers, whom we have 
proved have no lawfull Power over others, and to the Subſcribers, 
which have no Power over themſelves; and likewiſe with the c#-, 
relating to the exd of /2>/cr1bing the whole Engagement, to be true 
and faithful to the Common-wealth of England &c. is unlawtull,in- 
expedient,and therefore ſifull,in the higheſt degree. And conſe- 
quently ts ſ#bſcribe it,if there were no more in it than what Mas 


| Iter Day in his Repropoſals doth athirme is declared thereby ; 


Firlt, 07 approbation of the preſent Government. a 

Secondly, our ratifying conſent unto it, | by 

And thirdly, our obligation towards the preſent eſtabliſhment, 
doth render it to be ont of meaſure ſafull, 
| Andnow, paſling over many other frivolous and groundleſſe 
Allegations of M.Dary's, in his Conſiderations and Repropoſals, for 
to ſubſcribe the Engagement;as owing from ſuch privciples,which 
he takes for granted himſelfe, and therefore magiſterially pro- 
pounds them in his own zame, without Scripture or Reaſon, As 
that the Impoſers are our Rulers and Governours, Repropoſals, p. 8. 
And to ſubſcribe the Engagement, ts a duty juſt, to be required by the 
preſent Powers from their Subjetts, Confpder.y.16. And that to ſub. 
ſcribe it isa duty, Repropoſe p.7. A cleare aud confeſſed duty. p. 12, 


A laWwfull andneceſſary anty, pag. 13, All which we have fully dif. 


roved. 
x We ſhall only ayſwer two or three Allegations more which are 
urged by ſome for our /#þ/cription, and ſo conclude, 
In the firſt place, we have heard it alledged by ſome, that to 
ſcruple the Engagement, becauſe pre-engaged by former Oathes to 
the King his Hew;,and Snceeſſours,is altogether a neealeſſe [cruple: 
becauſe Oathes for fealty and allegiance were enforced npon our 
Anceſtours by William the (onqueroar, being therefore hut the 
Baages of that Norman Toak that was put upon 5. The King beiig 
now dead, and his PoFerity disinherited, we are now free from 
our obl;gations, in theſe Times of the Peoples Liberties, 
Now for 4»/wey to this, though it ſhouid be grazted, that ſuch 
oathes ſhould originally be enforced upon our Axceſtors by the Con- 
queronr, (which we have intimated to the contrary from the Lord 
Keepers Speech in Parliament ) yet in ſeverall Ages the ſacred ties 
2 have 
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have been confirmed by a Parliamentary power, to be impoſed up- 
on the whole Kingdome , eſpecially in relation to our /ate King, 
bs heir s,ſucceſſonrs,aud Poſterity for ever,as appeareth 1n that Ac: 
I. Jacob, c.t,2, But were not this our condition, but that through 
force,and as a People conguer ed,we had exgaged our ſelves by Oath, 
To be true aud faithfull, &c, The forcible Impeſition doth no way 
take off the force of the Obligation, Though Zeatkiah were by 
Conqueſt brought into /zbjecriou unto Nebachodonoter,yet this be. 
ins corfirmed by an Oath to the fa1d King , his violation of it is 1c- 
countid a de{piſing of the Oath of God, which he doth threaten to 
tring upon hu head, Exech.17, verſ. 19. Th ſaith the Lord, as I 
live,1 will ſurely bring my Oath that he hath deſpiſed, aud my Cove. 
nant that he hath broken npon hts own head,verſi20. Ard I will enter 
zuto judgement With him for his treſpaſſe that he hath committed 
againFft me. SO that,to breake an oath of ſnbjection to a C 0nqueronr, 
75 a treſpaſſe again5t God himſelfe. 

But it is further alledged, We may /awfully ſubſcribe this Engage 
ment though the impoſing Powers are ſuch as have by the Sword 
got the government znto their hands, If we Were a conquered Peo- 
ple,either by the Turke, the Pope, or the King of Spain, we are to be 
in ſubjection to them, as Conquerours, their (,onqueft giving them 
a Title to Government. 

To this we 4/wer, that it hath not yet been alledged by the 
Impoſers of this Engagement, that we are a conquered People, 
though we mult needs ſay, that we are a cozened People ; through 
the abuſe of the truſt which was put into the hands of the Inps- 
ſers, both in {on»ſe! and Campe, for which we are abſolved from 
any fealty and allegiance to them, if any had been by M, Dury's 
judgment in the Caſe of the King. 

Secondly, were it our condition, that we are conguered and ſub- 
aged, yer then were we to ſubmit anto ſuch a Power only in lawful 
things, and things neceſſary for the preſervation of our ſelves and 
others ; but to /##ſcribe this Engagement, appeareth to be altoge- 
ther #»lawful, and no way neceſlary to the preſervation of onr 
ſelves or others, unleſs it be ro keep and preſerve us in our enſlaved 
and oppreſſed condition, 

But it is alledged,that though zhe government of the Kingdome 
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[ 
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was altered in an extraordinary and extrajudiciall way, yet God ha- 
wing bleſſed it with ſuch extraordinary Succeſſes both 5 England 
and Ireland, by which he hath [ealed 11s approbation of it, why ſhoila 
wot 10u come inaud ſeal your approvation of it alſo,by your ſnbſcripti- 
on to this Engagement,T o be true and faithful ? | 

To this we an{wer, that /zcceſſe 1» ſinfull wayes, as it mult be no 
ereund for our compliance or approbation , who do profefle our 
Gnideto be the LaW und the Teftimonies, So neither can it be « 
Seal of Goas approvation,For though we finde that #/urpation was 
attended with /zcceſſe, as 1t was for three years together in Bram- 
ble Abilcch's time, 7aadg. 6.22. yet after the /#cceſſe in the ruining 
the men of Shechem, his own Party, which were inftrumentall n 
bringing him to the Government , and tn taking in many ſtrong 
Holds and Garrifons, putting them to the ſword, verſc45,49,50.The 
Lo-d ſhewecd his di/- approvation , by a ſuddain and ignominious 
Leath,as we reade ver/.53,54. 

And as Abimelech found in conclufion after three yeers ſucceſſe 
that God approved not of his »ſ#rping the Government, but cxe- 
ted his vengeance by a miſerable Death. 

So we finde, thit Abſalom, who alchough in the Language of 
the Northerne ſubſcribers Plea for the Engagement, pag,10, might 
look upon his /xccesfrell flattery hypocriſic,rebellion.and uſurping the 
Government of Iſrael,as a Wonderfull appeariag for him,yet in con- 
cluſion he came to confuſion ; and the Lord appeared to be ſo far 
from owing or approving his #ſurped Power,notwithſtanding for- 
mer ſucceſſes,that he was by Providence brought to ſuch an end;he 


might aftright any from preſuming to be his ſucceſſours in di/obe- 
dience,treachery,and uſurpation. 


But it may be objeRted,that ſurely you are more baptized into the 
ſpirit of Athei/me than the Egyptian Sorcerers that withitood Moſes, 
or elſe you Wonla never produce ſuch an infamons inſtance as that 0 
Abſalom, to parallel with theſe preſent Powers, Whom God hath ſo 
approved of, as he hath dove. He will ſurely curſe that man and his 
nouſe;that ſaith,it was an arme of fleſh that did what Was done in Eng. 
land,as making Way for this Change , or what hath been done in Ire- 
land ſince, North, Plea, pag. 10.where he refers to Maſter Crom- 
wel: Letter from Ireland,Decemb,1 6490 this purpole, — 


E3 Now 
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Now 1n au/wey to thi o5jeftiongbecauſe that we finde the North 
fubſcribers 1n the Plea for the Engagement, laying down this arg- 
ment for their ſubſcription, viz, T he being of theſe preſent Powers 
over 18 from God, Pag. 7. Teltified by thoſe extraordinary ſucceſſes, 


Pag. 9, 10, where they lay, T h# 5 the main fonnaation upon which 


they bmild their obedience,being of ſuch poWerfull and atreft influences 
4px their Cenſciences, Pag. 11, 

We (hall enlarge upon our Parallel, between Abſalom and the 
Utopian Powers, and ſhew what a ſandy foundation Proſperity 
and Succeſſe,ts for obedience and Allegiance to aſurped PoWers;and 
that it doth not in the leaſt, ſeal Gods approbation thereof. 

And becauſe, our North ſubſcribers lay claim to Gods ſignal evi- 
dencing of his approving the preſent Change of Government , by 
thoſe Wonderfull Appearings of God,antecedent concomitant,and [ub- 
ſequent to the ſame, Pag.tolinn3. 

We ſhall firſt confider the Antecedent Appearances of Provi- 
dence ſucceeding Abſalons, before that he diſcovered his ambitions 
and treacherous Deſigne of uſurping the Government, 


In the firſt place, knowing that if he could but be 21aſter of the. 


hearts 8 affeftions of the Kings Subjects,he would ſoon command 


both their heads,hands,&'prrſes.He ſo far ſucceeded in his Iſachi- 


vilianiſmebe-ſpattering of the Kings Government , 2 Sam. 15.3. 
Tnſingatiag, that the King was altogether careleſſe of his Subjefts 
Welfare. And therefore there was none deputed to hear the (unſe, 
though never ſo juſt and righteous, verſ.3. And in his ſubtle 1ntima. 
tions of his deep ſenſe of the Peoples ſafferings , attended with a 
Profeſſion of his readineſſe to relieve them , and doe them jutice, 
if he were but once mage a Judge inthe Land, verſe 4. That it is 
ſaid,he did teal away the hearts of the People of I/rael.So that it is 
evident,that by the antecedent Appearances of Providence, his De- 
figne was very ſuccesfull, and he might ſay with thoſe oppreſſoars, 


Zach. 11,5. Bleſſed be the Lord,for I am rich ; T am like to get the 


CreWn,my Deſpgne takes according to my hearts deſire. 

But now in the next place,leſt 4#b/alom ſhould fall ſhort of his 
expectation, for want of on oportanity to get the Hilitia into his 
hands,and the Peeple(wholſe hearts he had flollen away)into a Body. 
Ve ſhall fnde in the Lapguage of the North /ub[cribers, the Ale 


mighty 
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miphty ſmoothing that roughneſſe, and making him ſo ſuccesfwull, as 


that the King himſelfe doth become inſtramentall in that very 
work , for having varniſhed, and cuiided over his Defrone with a 


- reliZious pretence Of keeping his Vow and (ovenant , the King not 


only difmiſſeth him,but ſends him away with a bleſſiag to Hebron, 
2 Sam, 15.7. By wiich meanes he had an oport#nity to get the 
People about him ; and whilelt he was at his pretended devotion,to 
increaſe the Commotiongfor it is faid, ver/. 12, Whileft he offered [a- 
erifices the People increaſed ſtill with Abſalom Having thus /accee- 
ea1n laying of this Deſigne , WC {hill conſider of the concomitant 
and ſucceeding Providences with which this Wicked wretch might 
have been contirmed as well as the Vtopiaz Powers, 

As firſthis forcing and driving away the King from his 2Zetro- 
polis,the Imperiall City Feruſalem, 2 Sam. 15.14. 

Secondly,his gl6ri05 entrance into the ſame himſelfe,taking pol- 


 ſcffion of the Palace Royall, 2 Sam-15.16. And being there ac- 


knowledged for the /zpreme Ilagiftrate,uerſe16, 

Thirdly, his being poſſeſſed of all the Landunto Jordan, whileſt | 
the King was forced 70 retreat to Mahanaim by the Fourd Fabboky 
2 Sam.17. 24. Now here was an #z-interrupted ſeries Of good ſuc- 
ceſſe, for a great while together ; enongh to induce many to doe 
that really,which Hz/a; did politickly,2 Sam. 16.17.acknowledre 
this Monſter of Mankinde, to be choſez to the Government by the 
Lord himſelfe, and all the men of Iſrael. And to fay with Shimeah, 
1 Kings 12.24, Returne every man to his houſe, for this thing 15 
from the Lord. | 

But yet notwithſtanding, the Zord to vindicate his own glory, 
by making kzowne to the world, how much he hateth ſuch horrid 
hypocrifie, treachery, and »/urpation, not onely put a period to his 
proſperity, by puniſhing that wnnaturall and rebelieus V/urper 
with an ignominions death, 2 Says.1 8.9.but alſo ſhewed his dire- 
full diſpleaſure againſt thoſe that exgaged with him, ver. 7, there 
being twenty thouſand of his Confederates ſlaine alſo the ſame day. 

By all which it appeares, that the /acceſſe of an »/urping Power, 
though to.the preſent dpoſſeſion of the lawful! Aagiftrate,is no 


evidence of Gods approbation of it,nor can be a Scripture-gronnd for 
ebedience Or allegiance t0 it, 


And 
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2 And that therefore, as we cannot in Conſcrence be perſwaded 
of the lawfulneſſe of /nbſcribing this Engagement,upon ſuch a Ma- 
humetan Principle ; 10 we mult needs rejoyce 1n the fairhfalneſſe of 
all thoſe /earned,Orthedox, and conſciencions Miniſters amongſt us, 
who thongh they are much condemned by many in theſe /7n/vi 
Times, for their 10x compliance with Ab/aloniſme, yet are they jze- 
ſiifed by Zadok, Abiathar,and thoſe godly Levites,that would not 
worſhip the ring $9n,nor forgo their Allegiance to their oppreſſed 
Sovereigne, 2 Sam. 15.2429. | 
Bur it may be further objeAted, How can ye , who have been al. 
wayes well affeted to the common Caule of Liberty , againſt the 
' Deſigne of Tyranny ; and that have afted ſo highly againſt the 
Forces raiſed by the late King ? How can yerefnſe the ſubſcribing 
thu Engagement , without deſerting the goaly and faithfull in the 
Land,and adhering to the Malignant Party,which ye have oppoſed all 
this whi'e ? 
To which we a»/Wer, that in declining and oppoſing this Engage» 
ment,we do not apoFatize in the lealt from our firſt prixciples of 
_ oppoſition of Tyranny, and contending for the lawfull Rights,and the. 
Liberties of theKingdom ; but our oppoſing & refuſing this Engage 
ment, 4s a ſinfull ſupport unto u/arpation, 1s a clear evidence of the 
uprightneſle of our aimes and ends, in what we did at firſt upon 
the Parliament Remonſtrance, For if we ſhould now cle with 
T jranny and #ſurpation (becauſe now carried on by ſome Perſons 
whom we otherwiſe honour and love for their Profeſſion of godli- 
»eſſe)we ſhould demonſtrate our oppoſition of tyranny and oppreſſion 
out of fattion ; not becauſe the thing was evil in it ſelfe,but as it 
was an evil in ſach Perſons that we did not reverence and eſteem, 
As for an appearance of adhering to Halignants, Which we 
have all this while oppoſed. We axſwer, that this refuſing of the 
Engagement , is no ſuch [dication ; for we deſire nothing more 
than to be in a capacity acccording to our Covenant , of bringing 
all Malignants, and evil In5truments that have hindered the Refor- 
mation of Religion, divided the King from his People, and one King- 
dome from another , and made a faction among the People to con 
digne Puniſhment. 
Obuct, But it may be alſo objeted,Can ye deny but that this Engage- 


Meut 
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ment 18,8 hath been /#6/cribed by many that are truly godly, Why 


then ſhould ye by this your oppoſitzon and ſcrepelo/ity make your 
ſelves more We/e, hsly, and conſcientious than they ? 

For a»/wey to this, though we grant it, that it is poſeb/e, that 
there are many godly Perſons whoſe underſtandings being muffled, 
by M.Dwry's Sophiſtry, may in the ſimplicity of their hearts ſubſcribe 
this Engagement, as the People followed Abſalom in his Rebellion, 
Yet comparing them with the number of thoſe that doe it upon 
Defſigne, as for to keep nip that ungodly Toleration that 15 yet permite 
ted to errour and hereſie : to keep themſelves ſtill in Places of Profit 


and «Advantage, out of which others are excluded; or to preſerve + 


themſelves from being called to Acconnt for all theſe extrajudiciall 
Proceedings, 

We thinke we may without breach of Charity, conclude their 
number to be very few ; but yet if they were many more than 
they are, and ſuch as were of good repute for goalineſſe, yet we 


are to be Followers of their example no further than we finde 


them to be Followers of Chriſt, and of his will revealed in his Word ; 
neither maſt we ſet the Watch of our Conſcieaces by the Conſcien- 
ces of others, but by the Sz». 414/! of the ſacred Scriptures. 

And now for our vinaication of what we have done in d:þ- 
ting the Right and Title of the preſent Impoſers of this Engagement, 
and diſcovering the a» lawfulneſſe and inexpediency of it, We ſhall 
conclude with a ſhort anſwer to what is alledged by M, Dary a- 
gainſt chis practice of ours, who in his Reprope/als, pag. 11. pros 
poundeth Reaſons, Why none ſhonld queſtion the Tmpoſers of the E1- 
gagement nor interpret it as the Propoſers have dove. It t(laith he) 
not onely prepoſterous, and contrary to the nature of healing of Brea- 
ches, and of advazcing of publke geod in this time of diftr ation, but 
mconfient With charity, and oppoſite to that wildome which 1 fron: 


. above, teaching us to have pnre and peaceable thaurhts in all our 
attings, to performe Duties in goaly ſimplicity, aud without worldly. 


Wiſaome, Cc. | 
To all which we ithall onely ſay, That 1! M. Dary can preſcribe 
no better way to hcale onr Breach, than by the uſe of ſuch untempe= 
red morter ; no way to advance the pablike good in this time of di- 
lira&ion, but by /xb/cribirg this finfull Engagement YR_ oe 
F PO 0 cal 
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Heat difpute or contradiftion. As we cannot much wonder that 
the paines he hath taken in healing the Breaches between the Cal- 
virifts and Lutherans hath been to fo little purpoſe. So we mult 
needs ſay, that this Argument for blinde obedience to this eAlt for 
ſubſcription without any diſpute or examination of the lawfulneſſe of 
ir, (Becauſe it would demonſtrate our godly frmpliciry, gentleneſſe, 
and eaſineſſe tobe entreated.) is not onely contrary unto M. foha 
Goodwin's judgment, Antecaveleriſme from p.1 8. to 22, where he 

hath ſix Arguments for his (onfutation and our Vindication: but 
is an exceeding ſimple and ſrnfall Argument ; and that becauſe it 
not onely coxdemneth the Generation of the Juſt in former Times, 
who have with the three Chilarez diſputed, queſtioned, and oppoſed 
uulawfull Commands With unaaunted reſolation : but allo condem- 
»eth all that hath been done by this Generation, in their refuſing 
Conformity to ſuperſtitions Innovations 1n the Church, and illegall 
 ITmpoſitions in the Common-Wealth, as being contrary to the uature 
of healing of Breaches, inconſiſtent with the wiſdome that 1s fron 
_ above : and as teſtifying their godly ſimplicity, and that they have 
not beene ſuch who {honld have beene geatle and eaſie to be en- 

treated. : 

And we adde further, that had this Ds&rime of M. Dary's for 

blinde obedience, and non-reſifance of the preſent Powers from Rom. 
I 3. and other places, beene preached at the beginning of theſe 
Troubles by M.Fohn Goodwin, M. Hugh Peters, and many other of 
the preſent State-Chaplaines. In ſtead of conjaring us to ſtand up 
for our Liberties, and not to be afraid, but to fight for our Bre- 
thren, our Sons,and Daughters,onr Wives and our honſes, Neh.4.14« 
Which was M. Peters frequent Text, when he preached away our 
Plate and Apprentices. 
. Our K:»g had not onely been upon his Throve, and our Ao- 
aey in our Pzrſes, but our fields had never been dunged with the 
dead Carcafles of fo many thouſand of our ſlauchtered Bre- 
thren, 

But though all this be come upon us, through the cunning craf- 
t3ncfſe of ſome, whom we now ſee had an #»godly Deſigne for the 
Eradication of CMonarchy, the K ing, and his Poſterity, when they 
With the Parliament awakened us, to the defence of our Liberties, 

and 
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and not to lie cronching dCowne with 7ſachar, between our Bur. 


thens ; which betng effefted, they would now have ſupported by 


ſubſcribing this {infull Engagemest, without diſpute, as the way 


to heale our Breaches, ard to teſtifie our goaly ſrmplicity, &c. 
Yet ſhall not we fall from our firſt Principles, deale unfaith. 
fully with our Covenant, or let goe our integrity till we die. 
Zut as our Conſciences doe witneſſe that we had no ſuch De- 
fienes in our chearfull and cordiall aſſiſtance of the Parliament 
with our Lives and Fortunes, To preſerve the true Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, the King's Majeſties Perſon, the Rights and Priviledges of 
Parkament, and the Liberty of the Subjeft, So to witneſle to the 
world cur ſoules abhorrency of what hath been done unto the 
contrary, and that we cannot in Conſcience conſent unto it, or 
ratifie the ſame by our /zb/cription to this ſinfull Exmpagement, 
which wonld make us dealers with theſe that are given to change, 
Prov. 24.21. We ſay with Plate in another caſe, hat We have 
Written, We bave Written, 
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